
April 2021 Circuit Rider 

April Calendar of Events 

Thurs. 01   Maundy Thursday Service at First  
  United Church of East Syracuse 7:00 p.m. 
 
Fri. 02   Good Friday Service at First  
  United Church of East Syracuse 7:00 p.m. 
Open for silent meditation 12:00 – 3:00 p.m. 
 
Sun. 04  Easter Worship - Rev. Jenna Heery 

Sun. 11  Morning Worship – Elder Bill Porter 

Sun. 18  Morning Worship – Rev. Lauren Swanson 

 Thurs. 22    Earth Day    

Sun. 25  Morning Worship – Rev. Lauren Swanson        
 
Wed. 28  CUC Board 6:00 p.m.

 
April  

04 – Jeremy Kliphon 
06 – Jamie Oswald 
09 – Susan O’Neill 
11- John Oswald 

11 – Marcus Lorber 

 
25 – Judy & John McCallops 

 
 
 

 

 
 

In Need of Prayers   and Cheering Up!!!      
 

Darlene Hicks – ALS 
 

Ginny Hopkins – at home, 7851 State Route 48, Apt. 305, 
Kirkville NY 13082 

 
John Oswald – recuperating at home, 7832 Bull St., 

Bridgeport, NY 13030 
 

Linda Oswald – at home, 5501 Legionaire Dr. Apt 206, 
Cicero, NY 13039 

 
Shirley Soergel: at home, The Oaks at Menorah Park, 

Apt. 135, 18 Arbor Lane, Syracuse, NY 13214 
 

Don Turnbull: at home, 6655 Temple Dr., E Syracuse 
13057 (prayers for Carol too) 

 
Joan & Dexter Vosbury: at home 

 
Mickey & Jean Lorber: at home, 7529 Meadow Wood Dr., 

N. Syracuse, NY 13212 
 

Muriel Spier: at Bishop Rehabilitation, 918 James St., 
Rm. 256D, Syracuse, NY 13203 

 
Gill Laroche; at home, 6660 Collamer Rd., East Syracuse 

NY 13057 
 

Helen Fisher; at home, 139 Dormar Drive, North 
Syracuse, NY 13212 

 
The Kliphon Family 

7088 Ferstler Road, Kirkville, NY  13082 
 

Louanne Smith Rudnick –  April 9 back surgery 
7888 Myers Road, Kirkville, NY 13082 

 
Please reach out by card, phone, or email to our friends 

on the Prayer List. 
 
 
 
 

 



A Message from Pastor Jenna 

 

Rev. Jenna Heery 

“This Lent will go down as the Lentiest Lent that has ever 
Lented.” 

 
- An Internet meme from Lent 2020 – 

-  
Lent is a journey – a journey from life to death to new 
life. Lent is about sacrifice. It is about pausing to reflect 
on our lives and our relationship with God. It about 
remembering our own mortality: “remember - you are 
dust and to dust you shall return.” And with all of that in 
mind, I was certain that Lent in the year 2020 was 
absolutely the Lentiest Lent that has ever Lented. 
I was wrong. 
 
This year’s Lenten journey in some ways, at least for me, 
has strangely felt even more Lent-ier. I do not know 
about you, but for me, I feel like my own Lenten journey 
never ended in 2020. Maybe it was because I was 
worshipping remotely, struggling without the fellowship 
of a church community. Maybe it was because I was 
dealing with so much fear surrounding my own mortality 
as I witnessed so many patients struggling in the hospital. 
Or maybe it was because the entire world seemed to be 
in so much pain, all at the same time. But I do not know if 
I ever found the new life of Easter last year. It has felt, for 
me at least, as if we have journeyed through a year-long 
Lenten season. And only now, Easter is coming! Hope and 
new life feel just beyond the horizon! 
 
For some, this year on pause during the pandemic has 
been hard. Terribly hard. We grieve all whom we have 
lost. We mourn the struggles of children out of school, 
businesses closed, hospitals overwhelmed, and jobs lost. 
And yet, for others, we know that going on “pause,” by 
removing all of those outside forces that take so much of 
our time and energy and spirit, has brought them closer  

 

-  Message from Pastor Jenna Continued   - 
 

to God. It has reminded us of all the things that Lent 
is supposed to remind us of – our mortality, our 
dependence on God, our need for a Savior, and the 
miracle of resurrection and new life. 
Lent 2021 – the hope of new life. Here we are, back 
in church at in-person services. It looks different, and 
yet, now? We appreciate it more than ever before.  
Lent is a journey from life to death to new life. This 
pandemic is not over. I am not so naïve to dismiss it 
so easily. And yet? If the purpose of Lent is to 
remember the hope we have been given through 
Christ at the new life offered to us by the grace of 
God, then Lent 2021 is indeed the Lentiest Lent that 
has ever Lented. And with that we say, “Hallelujah! 
Amen!” 
 

 

 
Spring is a miraculous experience. The 

whole world comes alive after the winter in 
which it seemed that everything was dead. 
The world comes filled with color and the 

scent of delicious greenery. The world that 
seemed so dull and cold has come alive 

once again. Little did we know that beneath 
the cold hard ground the plants and trees 
were preparing for rebirth. Spring gives us 
hope for rejuvenation in our own lives as 

well. Spring is a time to renew the 
excitement and zest for life that lives inside. 

 
 Source: https://www.familyfriendpoems.com/poems/nature

/spring/ 
 

 
 

Muriel Spier 
We recently received a note from 
Muriel. She would like to thank 

everyone for their cards and well wishes. 
She misses coming to Church. 

 
 

 



 

 

Next Sunday is Easter! 
 

A musical family in PA shared their video of "The 
Victory" on YouTube — their performance, the music 
and lyrics warmed my heart. Permission to use the 
video and lyrics was received from the family: "Only 
credit that is due is to our Heavenly Father ! All 
praise and glory to Him." What a blessing! 
 

The Victory | The Weaver Family and Friends 
 

Celebrating Easter, The Victory declares the hope 
offered through Christ because He is risen! The price 
of our sin and our guilt has been paid by the blood of 
Jesus, God's Son. It is only through His death on the 
cross and resurrection from the grave that we have 
eternal life. This project was organized out of the 
desire to encourage other young musicians to use 
the gifts God has given them. We pray that The 
Victory will inspire you to develop your talents and 
to direct you to the Savior.  
 

 

 

 
             

The Victory | The Weaver Family and Friends 
- Continued  - 

 
        Lyrics: 
 

He was crucified on a rugged tree 
He gave His life for you and me 

Ninth hour came, dark in the sky. 
He cried out with a loud cry 

My God, my God 
Why have you forsaken me? 

 
Our sin our guilt rest on Him 

As He died the death, no man can die 
He did it just for you and me. 

But three days later He rose again 
The earthquake shook 

An angel from Heaven came 
And rolled the stone away. 

 
Oh sons and daughters of the King 
Whom heavenly hosts in glory sing 
Today the grave has lost its sting. 

At dawn on resurrection day 
The faithful women went their way 
To seek the tomb where Jesus lay. 

 
For He is risen, hallelujah 
He is not dead anymore. 
For He is risen, hallelujah 

Conquering death He was raised with victory, 
for me. 

 
Produced ©2021 (use by permission only) 
Submitted by Connie Heidt-Oliver 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



HIGHLIGHTS FROM THE LAST CUC BOARD 
MEETING 

February 24, 2021 

The meeting was called to order at 6:00 P.M. in the Sanctuary.   
Elder Leslie DuMond opened the meeting with prayer and 
erved as Moderator. 
 
A motion was properly made by Elder David Vollmer and 
seconded by Elder Jessica Vollmer to approve the regular 
Session minutes of January 13, 2021, as amended.  A motion 
was properly made by Elder Connie Heidt-Oliver and seconded 
by Elder Merle Oswald to approve the minutes of the February 
7, 2021 Annual Congregational Meeting, as amended. 
 
Elder Pam Laroche reviewed the financial reports of the church. 
A motion was made by Elder Jeannine Parks and seconded by 
Elder Merle Oswald to accept the Treasurers Report for January 
2021.   
 
VITAL STATISTICS: Jeannine Parks was ordained as an Elder by 
Rev. Jenna Heery on February 21, 2021. 
 
BUILDING AND MAINTENANCE: Elder David Vollmer reported 
that the fire extinguishers were inspected, the downstairs lock 
was repaired and the food service permit for 2021 was 
received. 
 
CHRISTIAN EDUCATION: Elder Jeannine Parks reported that she 
will be sending a letter to families with children (parents and 
children) to introduce herself and let them know that the 
Sunday school program is continuing. 
 
MEMBERSHIP AND EVANGELISM: Elder Susan O’Neill reported 
that Grace Brignall and Pat Pease have sent several cards to 
shut-ins. 
 
MISSIONS: Elder Merle Oswald reported concerning the 
following mission projects: 
 
Bibles for Our Troops: This mission will supply Bibles to our 
servicewomen and men. The cost of each Bible is $5.00. We 
collected $330.00 which will provide 66 Bibles. Thanks to all 
that helped with this mission. Thanks also to Leslie and Judd 
DuMond for providing information concerning this mission. So 
awesome!! 
 
“Soup”er Bowl Sunday: On Souper Bowl Sunday we collected 
73 cans of soup and 20 boxes and bags of crackers for the St. 
Matthew’s Food Pantry.  Thank you, Connie, for suggesting this 
wonderful mission project! 

 
St. Matthews Food Pantry: We collected 7 boxes of food that 
were delivered to St. Matthews Food Pantry by Wayne Brignall. 
This need continues to be significant. 
 

                   -  Board Meeting Minutes Continued -     
 
Texas Storm Relief: As we are all aware, Texas was 
recently hit with a devastating storm and freezing cold 
conditions which left many with no electricity and a 
diminished water supply. CUC will be sending a donation 
from our Mission Fund to help and will let the affected 
people know they are in our prayers. 

 
New Mission- Sock them Up: We will be collecting new 
and used socks for children, women and men to be 
donated to the Rescue Mission in the City. There is a box 
in the Narthex for collection of the socks. The deadline for 
donations is March 21, 2021. 

 
Donation to Brown Memorial: A donation of $50.00 will 
be made to Brown Memorial Methodist Church in honor 
of the parents of Rev. B.J. Norrix who recently passed 
away. 
 
STEWARDSHIP AND FINANCE:  Elder Leslie DuMond 
distributed an updated list of the Church membership for 
review. She reported that the required background check 
was done for Elder Jeannine Parks. She distributed and 
discussed a list of individuals having keys to the Church 
building. 
 
TECHNOLOGY: No report. 
 
WORSHIP: Elder Connie Oliver-Heidt reported that the 
Worship team met Saturday, February 13, 2021 and Rev. 
Heery joined the meeting on Zoom. Pulpit supply is 
scheduled through Pentecost (May 23). Elder Bill Porter is 
doing some pastoral care calls. A 7:00 p.m. Ash 
Wednesday service was offered February 17, 2021 by First 
United Church of East Syracuse. Cynthia Skafidas returned 
her church door key and organ cover key. On February 21, 
2021, Rev. Jenna Heery led the Ordination of Elder 
Jeannine Parks, followed by the installation of Elders 
Jeannine Parks, Susan O’Neill and Leslie DuMond to the 
CUC board.  
 
The 2021 Communion Dates were set as follows: February 
7, March 7, April 4 (Easter), May 2, May 23 (Pentecost), 
June 6, July 4, August 1, September 5, October 3, 
November 7, November 21 (Christ the King), December 5, 
December 24 (Christmas Eve). 
 
OLD BUSINESS:  Elder Connie-Heidt-Oliver reported that 
the Town of Dewitt has approved the installation of an 
electronic sign by CUC. The sign would be considered a 
“community sign”. Discussion took place concerning this 
matter and it was tabled for further details. 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
NEW BUSINESS:  It was noted that it was necessary to elect a 
Moderator for 2021. A motion was made by Elder Connie 
Heidt-Oliver and seconded by Elder Jeannine Parks to elect 
Elder Leslie DuMond to serve as Moderator.   
 
It was noted that it was necessary to elect a Clerk of Session for 
2021. A motion was made by Elder Leslie DuMond and 
seconded by Elder Connie Heidt-Oliver to elect Elder Susan 
O’Neill to serve as Clerk of Session.   
 
It was noted that the Dinner Committee has suggested that a 
take-out only Chicken & Biscuit dinner take place on May 8, 
2021. Tentative dates of October 2 and October 30 were also 
provided for fall dinners. The matter was tabled. 
 
Elder Connie Heidt-Oliver noted that a company in 
Pennsylvania is offering to set up a website for ordering 
memorial bricks. It will be necessary to set up a Pay Pal 
business account to accomplish this. The matter was tabled. 
 
Elder Leslie DuMond reported that there have been issues with 
the Church WIFI connection. It was suggested that purchasing a 
booster may improve service. She will review various options. 
No action was taken. 
 
Elder Leslie DuMond reported that it was necessary to 
purchase a new telephone for the Church office. This purchase 
was approved by the Board between meetings.  
 
The next meeting of the CUC Board will be March 24, 2021 at 
6:00 PM. 
 

 
 

The CUC Board has approved the following 
dates for our 2021 Chicken & Biscuit 

dinners: 
 

May 8 (Drive-Thru Take-Out Only) 
October 2 

October 30 
 

 
 

 
            

Serenity Garden Update 

It's been a while since we began taking 
engraved brick orders, so we would like to let 
you know how things have been going, 
especially due to delays caused by covid-19 
challenges. 

All of the engraved bricks have been delivered, 
and they are beautiful! Two pallets of plain 
bricks are awaiting delivery this spring to the 
church, and we are in the process of procuring 
more in a larger size. 

Very soon you will be able to order additional 
bricks via two methods — by mailing the paper 
form with your payment to the church, or 
additionally, via the internet, where you would 
pay by credit card. The 4"x8" bricks will continue 
to be $50 apiece, and a new 8"x8" brick size will 
become available for $100 each. The brick 
ordering website will be up in the next few days. 

We anticipate that the Serenity Garden will be 
taking shape sometime soon! 

Graduates 

 
In June, we would like to recognize any high 
school or college graduates who are members 
or friends of the Collamer United Church. If you 
know of any young (or old) people that will be 
graduating in the Class of 2021 in May or June, 
please contact the Church office to let us know. 

 



 

MISSION NEWS by  
Merle Oswald 

 

 
Hat & Glove Collection for Rescue Mission  
On March 1, 2021, Pat Pease and I were 
finally able to deliver the hats and gloves 

donated around the little tree at 
Christmastime. Due to the pandemic, the 
Rescue Mission was not able to accept 

donations until recently. We delivered one 
children’s hat with scarf, 17 handmade 

children’s hats, 37 handmade adult hats, 16 
pairs of gloves and one head band. I would 

like to thank Janet Krak, Christine 
McMahon and our “secret knitter” for their 

loving work! 
 
 

 
 

St. Matthews Food Pantry 
We collected 4 boxes of food that were 

delivered to St. Matthews Food Pantry by 
Wayne Brignall. This need continues to be 

significant. 
 

Sock them Up!  
We had a wonderful response to our mission to 

collect socks for the Rescue Mission in the 
City! On March 22, 2021, Pat Pease, Jeannine 
Hudgins and I delivered 212 pairs of socks to 

the Rescue Mission, including children’s, 
women’s and men’s socks. I wish to thank 
everyone for their generous donations! 

 APRIL 

 
“Paper Goods for Vera House” 

Vera House is a women’s shelter with an 
office on James Street in Syracuse. During 

the month of April, we will be collecting 
paper goods to be provided to Vera House. 

Items needed include: 
Paper Plates 
Paper Cups 
Napkins 

Paper Towels 
Toilet Paper 

 
A box will be placed in the Narthex for 
these donations. Collection will take place 

through Sunday, April 25. 
 

BOTTLE & CANS 
 

 
 

We recently learned that the East 
Syracuse Bottle & Can Return, located in 
the Plaza next to the Thrifty Shopper in 
the Village of East Syracuse, has changed 

hands. The new owner will continue to 
provide our Church the redemption money 
from the returns. You may also put your 
bottles and cans in the container in the 

lower entrance to the church.   
 
 
 

\ 

 
PROJECT 



April 2021 Worship Committee 
Report  

 
 

We have journeyed several weeks through Lent, with Palm 
Sunday, Holy Week and Easter coming quickly. Pastor 
Jenna Heery has been leading us with thought-provoking 
messages each week and some cute sermon illustrations 
of their son, Emerson. Extinguishing a candle each Sunday, 
the world grows darker as we approach Jesus’ crucifixion, 
which will be marked by opportunities for quiet 
meditation on Good Friday afternoon at the First United 
Church of East Syracuse, and an evening service at 7 pm. 
We are also invited to participate in their Maundy 
Thursday service the evening before (April 1), and are 
appreciative of these opportunities. 
 
As we are currently without an accompanist, we are 
relying on YouTube for our musical selections, a practice 
which has been well received. We appreciate the 
assistance of the technical team, who locates the music 
videos, creates, and projects the slides for each service. 
 
Many thanks to those who contribute to our weekly 
services, whether cleaning the church, preparing support 
materials for the liturgist, preparing and projecting the 
slides, communion preparation, visiting Whistlestop Florist 
so we will have palms to wave on Palm Sunday, picking up 
and arranging the lovely Easter flowers, ushers, acolytes, 
sanitizing after the service, the list goes on. 
 
A year ago we played ‘ring and run’, leaving palms tied 
with a scripture on your door, and met in the parking lot 
Easter morning to hear the church bells ring out - how 
wonderful to be able to worship in person this year! 
 
May you know the joy of Jesus as your personal savior, 
that He lives in your heart. 

 
Mr. Bill Porter will be with us April 11 and then Rev. 
Lauren Swanson joins us through the end of May.  
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Connie Heidt-Oliver 

 
 

On Sunday, May 16, 2021, we will be 
recognizing our 50+ year members 

during our worship service. Please join 
us for this wonderful celebration. 

 

 

 
 

The deadline for any items for the 
upcoming Circuit Rider is April 27, 

2021. Thank you for your cooperation 
in meeting this deadline. 

We are still transitioning our Circuit 
Rider to e-mail distribution. If you 
have not already done so, please 
provide your e-mail address to: 

CollamerUnitedChurch@verizon.net 
We are also accepting donations for 
postage for mailing the Newsletter to 

those who prefer to receive it by “snail 
mail”. 

 
 
 

 



 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Chicken & Biscuit Drive Thru 

 

Saturday, May 8, 2021 
@ COLLAMER UNITED CHURCH 

6865 FLY ROAD IN COLLAMER  (463-4939) 
Serving will start at 4:30 P.M. 

                       (Collamer Church is known for its great cooks!) 

This delightful, home style chicken and biscuit dinner will include  
mashed potatoes, gravy, freshly cooked vegetables and delicious desserts. 

Tickets may be purchased upon arrival: 
$10.00 for ALL Adults; $5.00 for Children 10 and under. 

Sorry – we cannot accept credit cards. 
 


