
Collamer United Church Circuit Rider 

May 2021 
Calendar of Events 

Sun.   02   Morning Worship – Rev. Lauren Swanson 
                  Communion 
Thurs. 06     National Day of Prayer   
Fri.      07     Preparation Day for Dinner 
Sat.     08    Drive-Thru Chicken & Biscuit Dinner 
Sun.   09   Mother’s Day  
              Morning Worship - Rev. Lauren Swanson 
Sun.   19   Morning Worship – Rev. Lauren Swanson 
                 50 Year Member Celebration 
Sun.   23   Morning Worship – Rev. Lauren Swanson 
Wed.   26   CUC Board 6:00 p.m. 
Sun.   23   Morning Worship – Rev. Lauren Swanson 
                 Pentecost - Communion 
Sun.   30   Morning Worship – Rev. Lauren Swanson 
Mon.   31   Memorial Day 

 
May  

03 – Judy Schuyler 
04 – Judy McCallops 
09 – Merle Oswald 
29- Grace Brignall 

 

 
25 – Judy & Jim Schuyler 

 

   

 
In Need of Prayers   and Cheering Up!!!      

 
Darlene Hicks – ALS 

 
Ginny Hopkins – at home, 7851 State Route 48, Apt. 305, 

Kirkville NY 13082 
 

John Oswald – recuperating at home, 7832 Bull St., 
Bridgeport, NY 13030 

 
Linda Oswald – at home, 5501 Legionaire Dr. Apt 206, 

Cicero, NY 13039 
 

Shirley Soergel: at home, The Oaks at Menorah Park, 
Apt. 135, 18 Arbor Lane, Syracuse, NY 13214 

 
Don Turnbull: at home, 6655 Temple Dr., E Syracuse 

13057 (prayers for Carol too) 
 

Joan & Dexter Vosbury: at home 
 

Mickey & Jean Lorber: at home, 7529 Meadow Wood Dr., 
N. Syracuse, NY 13212 

 
Muriel Spier: at Bishop Rehabilitation, 918 James St., 

Rm. 256D, Syracuse, NY 13203 
 

Gill Laroche; at home, 6660 Collamer Rd., East Syracuse 
NY 13057 

 
Helen Fisher; at home, 139 Dormar Drive, North 

Syracuse, NY 13212 
 

Louanne Smith Rudnick –  Upcoming back surgery 
7888 Myers Road, Kirkville, NY 13082 

 
Please reach out by card, phone, or email to our friends 

on the Prayer List. 
 

 

 



A Message from Rev. Lauren 
Swanson 

 

Rev. Lauren Swanson 

Happy Easter!  “But Easter is over,” you say!  Not so fast!  
Easter is not just a one day event. The season of Easter 
begins at sunset on Easter Eve and ends on the day of 
Pentecost when we celebrate the gift of the Holy Spirit 
and the birth of the church.  
    
In the initial design of the church liturgical year, Lent was 
the season of self-examination and a time for new 
converts to prepare to join the church on Easter Sunday.  
The Easter season was intended to continue the spiritual 
formation of those new members.  Today it gives us the 
opportunity to experience the joy of being able to say 
“Christ is risen!”  We embrace our identity as Easter 
people and consider what it means to be the baptized 
body of Christ, filled with the Holy Spirit.   
  
 I am so happy and honored to be able to celebrate this 
joyous season with you! Here are the scriptures and 
sermon titles I am planning to bring: 

 
April 18: Acts 3:12-19, 1 John 3:1-7, Luke 24:36-
48  “Who Do You Trust?” 
 
April 25: Psalm 23, 1 John 3:16-24  “The 
Shepherd’s Love of Sheep” 
 
May 2: (Holy Communion) John 15:1-8  “Cutting 
Back the Canopy” 
 
May 9: (Mothers’ Day) Psalm 1, 2Timothy 1:1-7, 
John 17:6-23  “If Moms Ruled the World” 
 

 

        -  Message from Rev. Lauren Swanson Continued -     
 

May 16: 1 John 5:1-6, John 15:9-17  “Obtuse 
Olfactory Observations” 
 
May 23: (Pentecost Sunday with 
Communion)  John 15:26-27, 16:4b-15, Acts 
2:1-21  “When the Advocate Arrives” 
 
May 30: (Trinity Sunday, Memorial Sunday) 
Romans 8:12-17, John 3:1-17  “The Salvation 
Process” 

 
     It is my hope that this will be a season of rebirth 
for us.  As the springtime blooms into summer, may 
our seedling faith blossom into full devotion to our 
risen Lord and the ministry that is his legacy to us. 

 

 
 

What does Pentecost mean to our church 
today? 

 
The church was born at Pentecost and is a 
sacred holiday on our church calendar. For the 
church, Pentecost, is a great harvest of the 
Spirit. Because of Pentecost, we reap a Harvest 
of Power to be a witness; an ability to be 
renewed, transformed, and live life in the 
presence of the Holy Spirit. His power is 
abundantly available to us who believe. God’s 
intention was that His people be filled with His 
Spirit. They were promised power, guidance, 
presence—that was God’s specific purpose. 
When we are full of the Spirit, it makes a 
difference. We know when someone is excited 
about something because they are passionate 
about it; they are full of it! 
On Pentecost, the church celebrates the gift of 
the Holy Spirit’s power to proclaim the risen 
Christ to the ends of the earth. God wants 
everyone to be included in the Church of Jesus 
Christ. He is no respecter of persons. It doesn’t 
matter to God where we have come from. What 
matters to Him is where we are going. 
                                                         excerpt from MVUMC 

 



 

God took the fragrance of a flower... 
The majesty of a tree... 

The gentleness of morning dew... 
The calm of a quiet sea... 

The beauty of the twilight hour... 
The soul of a starry night... 

The laughter of a rippling brook... 
The grace of a bird in flight... 

Then God fashioned from these things 
A creation like no other, 

And when his masterpiece was through 
He called it simply - Mother. 

 
                           ~Herbert Farnham 

 

Graduates 

 

In June, we would like to recognize any high 
school or college graduates who are 

members or friends of the Collamer United 
Church. If you know of any young (or old) 

people that will be graduating in the Class of 
2021 in May or June, please contact the 

Church office to let us know. 
 

 

CONGRATULATIONS 
50 - YEAR  
MEMBERS 

 
 
It’s that time of year again! The time when we 
honor our longest serving “active” members. 
Sadly, we note the passing of Anna Stevenson 
(65 years) and Carol Gilkey (70 years). They are  
truly missed. Please join us in congratulating the 
following 17 members: 
 
Lois Hale Klein    71 years 
Karen Brizee Brignall   68 years 
Patricia Wright Pease   66 years 
John Oswald    65 years 
Elaine Maxwell Keyes   64 years 
Janet Galster Krak                              63 years 
Gloria Rushey Kyser               62 years 
Richard Gilkey               61 years 
Donna Hill Stanley                 61 years 
Virginia Hopkins                61 years 
Marie Freebern Czajak   61 years 
Jean Oswald Lorber               59 years 
Judith Warner Schuyler                            59 years 
Carol Temple Turnbull                            59 years 
Wayne Brignall               58 years 
Judy Fitzgerald Beeman McCallops         57 years 
David Vollmer              56 years 
 
Please come to Church on Sunday, May 16, 
2021, to help us honor these dedicated 
members. 

 

 
 
 

 



HIGHLIGHTS FROM THE LAST CUC BOARD 
MEETING 

March 24, 2021 

This regular meeting of the Board of the Collamer United 
Church was called to order on March 24, 2021, at 6:00 p.m. in 
the Sanctuary.   Elder Connie Heidt-Oliver opened the meeting 
with prayer and Elder Leslie DuMond served as Moderator. 
 
A motion was properly made by Elder Connie Heidt-Oliver and 
seconded by Elder Merle Oswald to approve the regular 
Session minutes of February 24, 2021, as amended.   
 
Elder Pam Laroche reviewed the financial reports of the church. 
A motion was made by Elder David Vollmer and seconded by 
Elder Connie Heidt-Oliver to accept the Treasurers Report for 
February 2021.   
 
VITAL STATISTICS: None 
 
BUILDING AND MAINTENANCE: No report. 
 
CHRISTIAN EDUCATION: No report. 
 
MEMBERSHIP AND EVANGELISM: Elder Susan O’Neill reported 
that cards were sent to shut-ins and people absent from 
Church. 
 
MISSIONS: Elder Merle Oswald reported concerning the 
following mission projects: 
 
St. Matthews Food Pantry: We collected 4 boxes of food that 
were delivered to St. Matthews Food Pantry by Wayne Brignall. 

        
Sock them Up: We had a wonderful response to our mission to 
collect socks for the Rescue Mission in the City! On March 22, 
2021, Pat Pease, Jeannine Hudgins and I delivered 212 pairs of 
socks to the Rescue Mission, including children’s, women’s and 
men’s socks. I wish to thank everyone for their generous 
donations! 
 
Hat & Gloves Collection for Rescue Mission: On March 1, 2021, 
Pat Pease and I were finally able to deliver the hats and gloves 
donated around the little tree at Christmastime. Due to the 
pandemic, the Rescue Mission was not able to accept donations 
until recently. We delivered one children’s hat with scarf, 17 
handmade children’s hats, 37 handmade adult hats, 16 pairs of 
gloves and one head band. I would like to thank Janet Krak, 
Christine McMahon and our “secret knitter” for their loving 
work! 
 
New Mission – Paper Goods for Vera House: Vera House is a 
women’s shelter with an office on James Street in Syracuse. 
During the month of April, we will be collecting paper goods to 
be provided to Vera House. Items needed include: paper plates, 
paper cups, napkins, paper towels and toilet paper. A box will  
 

                   -  Board Meeting Minutes Continued -     
 
be placed in the Narthex for these donations. Collection 
will take place through Sunday, April 25. 
 
PASTOR/PARISH RELATIONS:  Elder Leslie DuMond 
reported that the Pastor Nominating Committee will be 
arranging a meeting with the PNC of First United Church 
of East Syracuse. 
 
STEWARDSHIP AND FINANCE:  Elder Leslie DuMond 
reported that the letter concerning reimbursement of per 
capita expenses will be sent in the near future. 
 
TECHNOLOGY: Elder Jessica Vollmer reported that 
projections for worship services are continuing to be 
prepared. 
 
WORSHIP: Elder Connie Oliver-Heidt reported as follows:  
Maundy Thursday and Good Friday services are available 
at First United of East Syracuse. Their Sanctuary will also 
be open on Good Friday from noon to 3:00 p.m. for 
meditation. 
 
The high school student is no longer interested in an 
opportunity to play piano/organ for our services. 
 
April pulpit supply: Pastor Jenna Heery through Easter 
(April 4), Elder Bill Porter on April 11. Rev. Lauren 
Swanson will cover the rest of April. 
 
OLD BUSINESS:  Elder Connie Heidt-Oliver reported that 
she met with representatives of the Town of Dewitt 
concerning installation of an electronic sign by CUC. CUC 
will have control of what goes on the sign. No income will 
be received by the Church from the rental of the sign. 
Elder Connie Heidt-Oliver will research options for 
purchase of the sign. 
 
Elder Connie Heidt-Oliver reported that a meeting 
recently took place concerning the planned memorial 
garden. She is working on setting up a Pay Pal business 
account for the purchase of bricks. 
 
Elder Leslie DuMond reported that she looked into getting 
a booster for the internet. She spoke with Verizon and it 
was determined that the best option would be to install a 
new router. The new router was received and installed. 
However, the internet connection was worse than with 
the previous router. The old router was reinstalled and 
the new one will be returned to Verizon. The 5-Star 
representative recommended that we purchase our own 
router. We will look into this option. 
 
NEW BUSINESS:  Discussion took place concerning the 
difficulty of the Pastor and liturgist in seeing the current 
projection screens. Options and pricing to address this will 
be explored. 
 



 
                   -  Board Meeting Minutes Continued -   

 
Elder Connie Heidt-Oliver discussed “SALT” (Seasoning for Small 
Church Ministries) being presented by the Presbytery of Cayuga-
Syracuse beginning on April 13. 
 
Elder Connie Heidt-Oliver noted the Methodist Conference is 
asking that churches complete a food insecurity survey. Elder 
Merle Oswald will look into this. 
 
Elder Susan O’Neill reported that the 50 Year Member 
Celebration is being planned for May 16 possibly with a small 
reception after the worship service. 
 
Elder Leslie DuMond reported that the Church received an 
inquiry from an individual concerning use of the sanctuary for a 
wedding on May 28. She was also contacted by the Adirondack 
Club concerning resumption of its meetings in our Fellowship 
Hall in November. 
 
COVID-19 restrictions were discussed with respect to 
attendance on Easter. The New York State and building 
occupancy requirements were reviewed. No action was 
needed. 
 
The Dinner Committee suggestion that a take-out only Chicken 
& Biscuit dinner take place on May 8, 2021 was discussed. 
Tentative dates of October 2 and October 30 for fall dinners 
were also discussed. A motion was made by Elder Leslie 
DuMond and seconded by Elder Connie Heidt-Oliver to approve 
the dinner dates referenced above.  
 
Elder Pamela Laroche reported that a hearing in the Boy Scouts 
bankruptcy matter will take place on April 15, 2021 in the 
District of Delaware. No action was needed. 
 
The next meeting of the CUC Board will be April 28, 2021 at 
6:00 PM. 

 
 

Reminder 
I am generally in the Church Office Tuesdays and 
Thursdays from 9:00 a.m. until noon. Other times 

vary. When I am not in the office, I monitor the 
Church e-mail regularly. 

Leslie DuMond 
CollamerUnitedChurch@verizon.net. 

 
 

 
 

           Serenity Garden Update 
 
A beautiful website is up and running that will allow 
you to order engraved bricks and pay by credit card.  
 
The Collamer United Church website has a link 
to it, or you can type in this URL to access the 
information: 4everbricks.com/donor/CUC. If you 
prefer to use a paper form, a link to download 
one is available from that website. Print it out, 
fill it in, then include payment and the form to 
the church. Besides the 4"x8" brick for $50 each, 
an 8"x8" is now available for engraving for $100 
apiece. Turnaround time is pretty good so any 
new purchases should be included when the 
bricks are installed. 
At this time, we anticipate that the Serenity 
Garden will be completed in phases, with the 
first phase beginning sometime soon! 
 

Food for Thought: 
  

When I was young, I was sure of 
everything; in a few years, having been 
mistaken a thousand times, I was not 
half so sure of most things as I was 

before; at present, I am hardly sure of 
anything but what God has revealed.” 

John Wesley 
 



 

NEWS by  
Merle Oswald 

 
“Paper Goods for Vera House” 

Vera House is a women’s shelter with an office on 
James Street in Syracuse. During the month of 
April, we collected paper goods to be provided to 
Vera House. Items collected included: Paper 
Plates (415), Paper Cups (240), Napkins (450), 
Paper Towels (8 rolls), Tissues (6 boxes) and 
Toilet Paper (38 rolls). 

 
The items were blessed by Rev. Swanson on 
Sunday, April 25, and delivered to Vera House by 
Merle Oswald and Pat Pease on April 26, 2021. 
 

 
We collected $265 for the One Great Hour of 
Sharing offering. How wonderful. Thanks to all! 
 

St. Matthews Food Pantry 
We collected 4 boxes of food that were 

delivered to St. Matthews Food Pantry by 
Wayne Brignall. This need continues to be 

significant. They cannot accept paper 
grocery bags. 

 

 MAY MISSION 
PR0JECT 

 
 

To honor our mothers in May, let us donate  one 

penny  

for each year of her life, (or your life or your 
children’s life!)  Our mission team will match  your 
donation and it will be sent to: 

Garden Gate Ranch, Inc. 

Education Center Renovation, Des Moines, Iowa 

Garden Gate Ranch is a Christian organization 
that provides safe housing and restorative and 
transitional services for sexually-exploited women 
and their children.  Thank you! 

“Adopt-A-Highway” 

 
On April 25, 2021, after Church, the 
following hearty souls collected and 

bagged up garbage from the corner of 
Route 298 and Fly Road to the Thruway 
bridge: Jerome and Susan O’Neill, Marie 

Czajak, Pat Pease, Jim and Judy Schuyler, 
Merle Oswald, Connie Heidt-Oliver, Mike 

Breclaw, Jr. and our leader/organizer, 
Mike Breclaw. Thanks to all. Special 

thanks to Mike! 

 



May 2021 Worship Committee 
Report  

 

 
  

He is risen, indeed! Hallelujah, Jesus is risen from the 
grave.  
 
We have journeyed together through Lent, several 
participated in Holy Week worship opportunities at First 
United Church of East Syracuse, and then we celebrated 
His resurrection on Easter morning, including 
communion. We smiled at Emerson’s exuberance before 
and after the service, and wished Pastor Jenna Heery & 
Emerson a safe journey to KY, for a well deserved 
vacation with her family. 
 
Bill Porter returned the following Sunday, bringing 
Austin, his much loved 75 year-old teddy bear, who 
participated in the message “What’s Real”. (Remember 
The Velveteen Rabbit story book?) Beginning April 18, 
Rev. Lauren Swanson will be bringing the messages for 
seven weeks. During this time, we will be celebrating 
Mother’s Day, the recognition of 50 year+ members, and 
Pentecost Sunday on May 23, which ends Eastertide with 
the gift of the Holy Spirit, the birth of the church, and 
the start of the church’s mission in the world.  
 
What gratitude I feel that each and every Sunday we 
have someone willing to lead our flock! And that a core 
group continue to assist with your worship experience, 
preparing for, as well as participating in the service. 
Thank you. We welcome others to active participation.... 
see anyone on the Worship Team if you would like to 
know more about what is involved. 
 
We are Easter people — may you continue to grow in 
your faith! 

 
Respectfully submitted, 
Connie Heidt-Oliver 

 
The deadline for any items for the upcoming 
Circuit Rider is May 26, 2021. Thank you for your 
cooperation in meeting this deadline. We are 
still transitioning our Circuit Rider to e-mail 
distribution. If you have not already done so, 
please provide your e-mail address to: 
CollamerUnitedChurch@verizon.net 
We are also accepting donations for postage for 
mailing the Newsletter to those who prefer to 
receive it by “snail mail”. 
 

 

 
PACE CNY (Program of All-inclusive Care for the 
Elderly) is a part of the Loretto Family of Care.  
PACE CNY, based on a national model known as 
PACE, provides an alternative to placement in a 
nursing home.  PACE CNY is particularly helpful 
to families desiring to keep their aging loved 
ones at home.  At two Loretto PACE Centers 
(one in North Syracuse and one in East 
Syracuse) and their own place of residence, 
participants receive the home care, medical, 
rehabilitative, social, transportation, and 
support services needed to remain at home.  For 
more information or to make a referral, please 
call Ginny Turley, Intake Specialist, at (315) 452-
5800 and visit our website at www.pacecny.org. 
 

BOTTLE & CANS 
 

 
The East Syracuse Bottle & Can Return, located in 

the Plaza next to the Thrifty Shopper in the 
Village of East Syracuse, provides our Church the 
redemption money from the returns. You may also 
put your bottles and cans in the container in the 

lower entrance to the church.   
 



 

  
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Chicken & Biscuit Drive Thru 

 

Saturday, May 8, 2021 
@ COLLAMER UNITED CHURCH 

6865 FLY ROAD IN COLLAMER  (463-4939) 
Serving will start at 4:30 P.M. 

                       (Collamer Church is known for its great cooks!) 

This delightful, home style chicken and biscuit dinner will include  
mashed potatoes, gravy, freshly cooked vegetables and delicious desserts. 

Tickets may be purchased upon arrival: 
$10.00 for ALL Adults; $5.00 for Children 10 and under. 

Sorry – we cannot accept credit cards. 
 

Collamer United Church  
6865 Fly Road 

 East Syracuse, NY 13057 
(315) 463-4939 

collamerunitedchurch.org 
 


